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Contraindication of HBO therapy

FEPMF

The only absolute contraindication for HBO is untreated pneumothorax, if
possible, removes the obstacle to treatment. Other contraindications are
relative. Such as upper Respiratory Infections. These predispose to tympanic
membrane barotrauma and sinus squeeze. Emphysema with CO 2 retention.
Patients with this problem may develop pneumothorax due to rupture of an
emphysematous bulla during HBO. Air Cysts or Blebs in the Lungs Seen on
Chest X-Ray. These may predispose to pulmonary barotrauma by causing air
trapping during HBO treatment.

History of Thoracic Surgery or Ear Surgery. The patient should be
thoroughly evaluated before HBO therapy is Considered. Uncontrolled High
Fever predisposes to seizures.

Animal experimental evidence that exposure to HBO during early pregnancy
increases the incidence of congenital malformations. However, if a pregnant
woman is poisoned with CO, the primary consideration is to save the
mother’s life. Many successful HBO treatments have been carried out during
pregnancy without any danger to the fetus. The following conditions have
been considered to be contraindications previously but are not supported by
evidence.

Patients with CNS disorders such as stroke may suffer seizures as a
manifestation of their primary disorder. However, seizures are rare during
HBO sessions for neurological indications where the pressures do not exceed
1.5 ATA. There is some concern in malignant disease regarding the effect of
HBO on tumor growth because HBO is used as an adjunct to radiotherapy
and also for the treatment of radiation necrosis in patients who may have
residual cancer.
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